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The NBA 
Trade 
Deadline 
Ezra Schechter (’22)  
Editor in Chief 

 The annual NBA trade deadline 
marks the end of the trade season in the 
NBA. Year after year, the week leading 
up to the afternoon deadline is filled 
with trades sending players, ranging 
from All-Stars to bench warmers, from 
team to team. The deadline is the 
perfect time for a team that is making a 
playoff push to give up future assets in 
exchange for veteran players and 
pieces to help them win now. 
Conversely, the deadline is also a good 
opportunity for teams that do not think 
they can win with their current rosters 
to shake it up and trade their veterans 
and stars for young players and draft 
capital. With many trade options for all 
teams, the trade deadline rarely 
disappoints.  

          This year’s March 25th NBA 
trade deadline was expected to be 
uneventful. NBA fans were already 
calling this “the most boring deadline 
in recent memory” due to the lack of 
star players on the trade market and 
shortage of exciting trades leading up 
to the deadline. At 11:02 AM on the 
morning of the deadline that all 

changed….         
                                            

The Orlando Magic traded Nikola 
Vucevic and Al Fouriq Aminu to the 
Chicago Bulls for Wendell Carter Jr, 
Otto Porter and two 
First-Round Draft 
Picks.  
Orlando was 15-29, in 
14th place in the 
“easier” Eastern 
Conference, and 16 
games back from the 1st 
seeded 76ers at the March 25th trade 
deadline. After making it to the 
playoffs for the last two years, the 
Magic front office decided to trade 
their All-Star center Nikola Vucevic 
since they were not going to make the 
playoffs, let alone win the finals with 
this roster. They got a sweet return 
package for the All-Star in two first-
round picks (one of which is this year’s 
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unprotected first at #8 right now) and a 
promising 21 year old in Wendell 
Carter Jr., who is averaging 10.8 PPG 
on great efficiency. They also solidified 
a top pick in this year’s draft since they 
will be significantly worse without 
their All-Star center, thus keeping their 
draft lottery odds inflated for their own 
first-round pick. Chicago will pair their 
All-Star Zach Lavine with All-Star 
Nikola Vucevic in an attempt to make 
the playoffs in the East (currently the 
10th seed). Vucevic is 30 years old and 
nearing the end of his prime, so it will 
be interesting to see if Chicago regrets 
this trade as Nikola regresses and 
Carter Jr and those draft picks start to 
pan out for Orlando. 

The Orlando Magic traded Evan 
Fournier to the Boston Celtics for 
two Second-Round Draft Picks. 
The Magic did not stop after trading 
Vucevic, as they continued stockpiling 
future assets for their players that can 
help other teams win now while they 
embark on their new direction. Draft 
picks are always vital for rebuilding 

teams such as the Magic, and two 
second-round picks is a great return for 
a player in Evan Fournier that is set to 
hit unrestricted free agency this 
offseason. The Celtics have been 
struggling this year, despite the 
Jays’ (Tatum and Brown) 
improvement, as they are currently the 
eighth seed after having such high 
expectations coming into the season. 
This past offseason the Celtics did a 
sign and trade sending Gordon 
Hayward to Charlotte, receiving a $28 
million trade exception*  in return. 1

With this big trade advantage, trading 
for only Evan Fournier was a 
disappointment, even though adding an 
18.9 PPG three point shooter is 
definitely still beneficial to a team 
trying to make a deep run into the 
playoffs. 

The Orlando Magic traded Aaron 
Gordon and Gary Clark to the 
Denver Nuggets for RJ Hampton, 
Gary Harris and a First-Round 
Draft Pick. 

  A trade exception means that a team can trade for a salary the amount of the 1

exception without matching the salary by giving contracts of their own. In Boston’s 
case they could have traded for a star player making up to $28 Million and not have 
had to give up any of their own players in return just to make the contracts match. 
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One final trade for Orlando saw the 
Magic stockpiling more assets in 
exchange for a helpful vet in Aaron 
Gordon. Gary Harris should be 
expected to have a breakout career in 
Orlando. After the 2017-18 season, 
Harris, playing top tier defense and 
averaging 17.5 PPG on great 
efficiency,  looked like he would be a 
young cornerstone for a team to build 
around. But to everyone’s surprise, 
what looked like a step in his career 
has become the peak in his career, as it 
has been all downhill from that season. 
With a role reduction and injuries, 
Gary Harris has not been able to get 
back on track to where he was just a 
few years ago, but now with a new 
environment and a 
restart down in 
Orlando, he is set to 
have opportunities to 
continue the surging 
play. Orlando also 
added rookie RJ Hampton to their 
stacked collection of young players, 
which already included Markelle Fultz, 
Cole Anthony, Jonathan Issaac, 
Wendell Carter Jr, and Mo Bamba. 
Aaron Gordon gives Denver a little of 
what they lost after impactful forward 
Jerami Grant left them this past 

offseason. Gordon gives them defense 
at the power forward position, so that 
Denver does not need to have 
defensive liability Michael Porter Jr 
defending the opposing teams better 
forward. Gordon also provides scoring 
inside the paint (as former dunk contest 
champion) and from beyond the arc 
(shooting a career high from three 
point range this season).  

The Miami Heat traded Moe 
Harkless and Chris Silva to the 
Sacramento Kings for Nemanja 
Bjelica. 
The reigning Eastern Conference 
Champions, Miami Heat, needed to 
make moves heading into the deadline 

after being behind teams 
like the Knicks and Hornets 
in the standings at the time. 
After losing Jae Crowder in 
the offseason to Phoenix, 

there was a hole that needed to be 
filled and Miami’s Front Office felt 
that Nemanja Bjelica could fill the 
shooting aspect of that void. Bjelica is 
a 39% three point shooter for his career 
at the forward position, so he is set to 
space the floor just as Crowder did. 
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The defensive void that Crowder left 
was still pressing the Heat to make one 
more trade… Sacramento was willing 
to trade the sharp shooter Bjelica 
because they were giving his minutes 
to Marvin Bagley III to progress his 
development anyway.  

The Portland Trailblazers traded 
Gary Trent Jr. and Rodney Hood to 
the Toronto Raptors for Norman 
Powell.  
The Blazers added 
a 19.5 PPG scorer 
to their already 
loaded backcourt 
of MVP candidate 
Damian Lillard 
and 24.2 PPG 
scorer CJ McCollum 
to help them advance into the playoffs 
after barely making it last year. The 
Raptors received two Duke alums so 
they automatically won this trade. 
Without my Duke bias, the Raptors 
have been incredibly disappointing this 
season (11th place in East). Having a 
player score almost 20 points a game 
for them on an expiring contract was 
not benefiting them, as they continued 

to lose despite Powell’s tremendous 
play this season. It was reported by 
ESPN’s Zach Lowe that “it would take 
[him] more hands than [he has] to 
count how many teams have inquired 
about Norman Powell”, making him 
one of the most coveted players on the 
trade market. Getting a young Gary 
Trent Jr. (scored 31 points March 31st 
for the Raptors and hit a game winner a 
few games later) was good value in 
return, only if the Raptors were to re-

sign him in restricted 
free agency this 
offseason.  

The Philadelphia 
76ers traded 
Terrance Furgerson 

to the New York Knicks and Tony 
Bradley to the OKC Thunder for 
George Hill, the New York Knicks 
traded Austian Rivers and Ignas 
Brazdekias to The OKC Thunder for 
2 Second-Round Draft Picks. 
As the deadline was approaching and 
the 76ers saw that their dream of 
trading for Raptor legend Kyle Lowry, 
was looking less and less likely, Philly 
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pulled the trigger to acquire a poor 
man’s Kyle Lowry- George Hill. They 
gave up two second-round picks and 
Tony Bradley for a veteran point guard 
who has been in the NBA Finals and is 
experienced (ignore the fact that he 
missed a free-throw to take the lead in 
a finals game with 4.7 seconds left). He 
can defend, drain a shot, and take some 
of the playmaking responsibilities out 
of Ben Simmons’ hands. OKC got 
Austin Rivers, a young Ignas 
Brazdekias, and Tony Bradley who has 
been playing great for the 76ers in 
Embiid’s absence. The Knicks gave up 
two players that were not in their 
rotation for two second-round picks.  

The LA Clippers traded Lou 
Williams to the Atlanta Hawks for 
Rajon Rondo. 
The Clippers badly needed a point 
guard to create for their teammates and 
make the players around them better, 
but Los Angeles lacked the trade chips 
to trade for Lonzo Ball or Kyle Lowry. 
Getting Rondo for just Lou Williams 
looks like a solid swap for the 
Clippers. Rondo probably wanted to 

play for a real contender, and the 
Hawks may have wanted to bring back 
Lou Williams to his hometown of 
Atlanta. 

The Miami Heat traded Avery 
Bradley, Kelly Olynyk and a 2022 
Pick Swap to the Houston Rockets 
for Victor Oladipo.  
The Miami Heat were close to a trade 
for Kyle Lowry, but were not willing to 
give up sophomore 
player Tyler Herro 
after his fantastic 
run in the bubble 
last summer, so 
they went to the 
next best thing. 
Miami gave up 
practically nothing 
for the former All-Star so it was a no 
brainer. Oladipo has had his ups and 
downs since his injuries, as well as 
struggles with inconsistency, but 
Miami is hoping that with a smaller 
role in a brand new environment the 
Indiana product will be able to regain 
his All-Star form. Houston has one of 
the worst records in the NBA and 
wanted to get value back for Oladipo 
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after acquiring him in the four team 
Harden blockbuster trade. After only 
getting Avery Bradley and Kelly 
Olynyk back, the Harden trade looks 
even more embarrassing for Houston.  

The Dallas Mavericks traded James 
Johnson and a Second-Round Pick 
to the New Orleans Pelicans for 
Nicolo Melli and JJ Redick 
The Mavericks wanted to add shooting 
to this team after losing Seth Curry in 
the offseason, and they did just that by 
adding JJ Redick and Nicolo Melli, 
two players that can launch it from 
deep. New Orleans got a draft pick for 
players that were not in their long term 
plans anyway.  

Lonzo Ball and Kyle Lowry did not 
get traded 
These two players have been rumored 
to be traded for weeks, but in the end 
they stayed put. Lowry was discussed 
with Lakers, Heat, and his hometown 
76ers, but none of them were willing to 
give up what the Raptors wanted in 
exchange for the star, so he will play 
out the season on a losing team and 
become a free agent in the offseason 

when his contract expires. The Pelicans 
reportedly do not want to pay Lonzo a 
lot of money when he reaches 
restricted free agency, and there were 
rumors New Orleans may have wanted 
to deal Ball, as the young guard may 
sign elsewhere in free agency. The 
Knicks and Bulls were interested in 
trading for him and both will still be 
interested in signing him in this 
offseason. 

Although the trade deadline 
was set to be unremarkable, it did not 
disappoint with a record breaking 10 
trades on trade deadline day. All-Stars 
were moved and draft picks were 
traded. Only time will tell how these 
trades will pan out and who really won 
each trade.  
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 MLB 
Predictions 
 Akiva Boyarsky 
(’22) 

With the baseball 
season just around 
the corner, let’s 
take a look at the 
30 teams that will 
begin the 162 game 
season on April 1st. 
About ten of these 
teams have real 
shots at the World 
Series, ten are 
trying to lose 
every game this 
year, and the other 
teams are toiled in 
mediocrity.  With 
that being said, 
let’s move on to 
our contestants in 
this 162 game 
marathon. 



AL EAST 
Yankees: 104-58 
The Yankees were one run away 
from the ALCS last year, and 
almost definitely would have won 
that series had they made it past 
the Rays in the ALDS. The 
additions of pitchers Corey 
Kluber and Jameson Taillon, as 
well as Louis Severino coming 
back in June from Tommy John 
Surgery are 
huge for a 
rotation which 
was decent 
last year, but 
now should be 
top 5 in the 
league. Even 
with the Blue 
Jays bolstering their roster the 
Yankees should be everyone’s 
clear-cut favorite in the division, 
as they look to make a title run. 

Rays: 92-70 

A slightly controversial pick over 
the Blue Jays for second place, 
the Rays lost 2 of their 3 starters 
from last year, Charlie Morton in 

free agency and Blake Snell in a 
trade with the Padres. However, 
Ryan Yarbrough is a more than 
capable second starter behind 
Tyler Glasnow, and the Rays will 
most likely deploy an opener the 
three other turns in the rotation. If 
consensus #1 prospect Wander 
Franco is able to make a 
successful transition to the majors 
in the middle of the season, the 
Rays should definitely be in 
playoff contention. 

Blue Jays: 89-73 

The Blue Jays made 
splashes in the offseason 
with the additions of 
George Springer and 
Marcus Semien 
bolstering their already 
solid hitting core. 

However, the Blue Jays failed to 
address their pitching woes. 
Behind Hyun-Jin Ryu their 
rotation is very unpredictable, and 
in order to make the playoffs the 
Blue Jays are going to need 
either pitchers Nate Pearson, 
Robbie Ray or former Met 
Steven Matz to step up big time. 

       10



Red Sox: 74-88 

There’s really not much to be 
excited about with this team. 
Chris Sale is out for the 
beginning of the year, the entire 
outfield from the 2018 run is 
gone, and JD Martinez looked 
like a shell of himself in 2020. 
2021 looks like it’s going to be a 
rough year for the Red Sox. 

Orioles: 65-97 

There are really three things to 
look for this year when watching 
the Orioles: How is Adley 
Rutschman doing, will Matt 
Harvey get back to his old self, 
and how many home runs will 
Gleyber Torres hit against them. 
Orioles fans are in for another 
rough year. 

AL Central 

White Sox: 
95-67 

The White Sox had a 
great season last year 
and probably 
should’ve beat the A’s 
in the Wild Card 
Series. In the offseason the Sox 
improved their pitching by trading 

for starter Lance Lynn and 
signing Liam Hendriks to bolster 
the ‘pen. Adding Lynn to a rotation 
with Lucas Giolito, Dallas 
Kuechel (who had a sneaky good 
year last season), as well as 
getting Michael Kopech back 
gives the White Sox a top tier 
rotation. A lineup full of sluggers 
to go along with the rotation 
makes the White Sox the best 
team in the AL Central by a wide 
margin.   

Twins: 90-72  

A perennial playoff under-
achiever, the Twins went another 
trip to the playoffs without a win 
last year. The hitting is still there 
with Nelson Cruz leading the 
way, but the rotation and bullpen 
is average at best. Kenta Maeda 
was dominant last year and the 
Twins will need him to replicate 

that performance to 
fight for a division title. 

Indians: 86-76 

The Francisco 
Lindor trade showed 
yet again that the 
Indians are unwilling 

to pay anyone any money, leaving 
many fans to wonder when Jose 
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Ramirez and Shane Bieber will 
get moved. The Indians  have an 
unimpressive lineup behind 
Ramirez, but a very good staff will 
keep them in contention for the 
playoffs until the end of 
September. 

Royals: 68-94 

The Royals should begin to see 
their prospects at the big league 
level this year. Adalberto 
Mondesi and Whit Merrifield are 
really the only two solid hitters in 
the Royals lineup, and an 
embarrassing rotation won’t help 
matters for the Royals in 2021. 

Tigers: 65-97 

Much like the Royals, the Tigers 
prospects should begin to show 
up at the big league level. Also 
like the Royals, the Tigers have 
very little big league talent. In 
order to come close to even 
winning 70 games this season the 
Tigers will need Jeimer 
Candelario and Jacoby Jones to 
replicate the successful season 
they had in 2020. 

AL West 

Astros: 88-74 

The Astros made the playoffs in 
2020 even though they were 
under .500 before things started 
to click, as they beat the Twins 
and A’s before falling to the Rays 
in Game 7 in the ALCS. Although 
they lost George Springer, a 
healthy Yordan Alvarez should 
more than make up for his bat, 
and Jose Altuve and Carlos 
Correa should have bounceback 
years after down 2020 seasons. A 
rotation featuring Zack Greinke, 
Jake Odirrizzi, and Lance 
McCullers should help propel this 
team to a division championship 
in 2021.  

Athletics: 85-77 

The A’s look to 
extend a three 
year playoff 
streak to four in 
2021, but will 
have to do so 
without 2019 AL 
MVP finalist Marcus Semien, as 
well as elite closer Liam 
Hendriks, who has held down the 
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bullpen for quite a while now. An 
extremely solid lineup with Matt 
Chapman and Matt Olson at the 
corners, along with Ramon 
Laureano and Mark Canha in the 
outfield will provide substantial 
offense, while a capable rotation 
and bullpen headlined by Lou 
Trivino and J.B. Wendelken 
should have the A’s fighting for a 
playoff spot. 

Angels: 82-80 

In what may be Mike Trout's best 
chance to win a division title in an 
Angel uniform the Angels 
improved their team by.... 
ummm... signing Jose Iglesias. A 
lineup that is extremely top heavy 
with Trout, Anthony Rendon, 
Jared Walsh, and Shohei Ohtani 
should be slightly above average, 
but hitting has never been the 
Angels’ issue. A rotation featuring 
Griffin Canning and almost 
nobody else needs a makeover, 
as right now the Angels seem to 
be reliant on Shohei Ohtani 
having a Ruth-like season both 
hitting and pitching wise. The 
Angels squandered a chance to 
sign Jake Odirrizzi who went to a 
division rival. The lack of pitching 

depth is the difference between 
the Angels and a playoff spot. 

Mariners: 79-83 

For the first time in 20 years 
things are looking up for the 
Mariners. Kyle Lewis is living up 
to the hype, and Jarred Kelenic 
(unfortunately for Mets fans) looks 
like he might be the next Trout. 
Starter Marco Gonzales was 
really good last year and bringing 
James Paxton back for a year is 
a nice pick up, but unfortunately 
Paxton got injured. While the 
Mariners won’t be in the playoffs 
this year, they are getting closer 
to finally being back in the 
postseason for the first time since 
2001. 

Rangers: 71-91 

This is the worst Rangers team 
we’ve seen in a while. They 
should’ve sold high on pitchers  
Lance Lynn and Mike Minor, but 
instead held on for way too long 
and ended up receiving almost 
nothing in return for both of them. 
A lineup that is going to be almost 
completely full of players that fans 
have never heard of is going to 
produce little to nothing, 
especially if Joey Gallo can’t 
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figure out how to regain his 
power. 

NL EAST 

Braves: 96-66 

Following a classic Atlanta 
collapse by blowing a 3-1 
NLCS lead, the Braves should 
be right back in the playoffs 
this year. A lineup with studs 
throughout, the Braves should 
have no issue in the run 
scoring department. The 
young staff showed in the 
playoffs last year that they are 
more than capable of pitching 
in big spots and should be 
very good yet again in 2021. A 
shaky bullpen would be the 
only thing to worry about 
going into the season but the 
Braves have enough 
firepower to overcome it.  

Mets: 93-69 

On paper, the Mets are the 
best team in this division by a 
large amount. The Mets have 
a lineup with All Star caliber 
players at every position 
besides third base, and were 
second in overall WRC+ 

(Weighted Runs Created Plus) in 
the MLB in 2020, even before 
adding Francisco Lindor. The 
Mets have a rotation that’s only 

returning two starters from a 
terrible 2020 season and should 
now be a top ten unit in the 
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Francisco Lindor to the Mets 
Donny Book (’22) 
A blockbuster move from Mets Owner 
Steve Cohen came Wednesday night, 
March 31, 2021, at 11:13pm, when the 
New York Mets signed All Star Shortstop 
Francisco Lindor to a 10 year $341 
million extension. Lindor was reportedly 
seeking a 12-year deal worth around 
$385 million, but ended up taking the 
Mets offer of 10 years $341 million, as 
his self-imposed deadline for signing an 
extension of opening day was nearing. 
Lindor (27), is now under contract with 
the Mets until the 2032 season. Lindor’s 
extension topped the contract extension 
the Padres doled out to Fernando Tatis 
Jr. by 1 million dollars to become the 
biggest contract in MLB History for a 
shortstop. It also topped the Mets 
previous contract record of 8 years and 
$138 million held by Former All Star and 
Captain David Wright. The deal will be 
the first of many for these Mets and fans 
across the country will rejoice for years 
to come.  



league, once Carlos Carrasco 
and Noah Syndergaard return. A 
solid bullpen backed by a 
rejuvenated Edwin Diaz should 
be much 
better than 
the one that 
cost the 
Mets a 
playoff spot 
in 2019. This 
is the Mets 
we are talking about, so they will 
almost definitely find a way to 
mess things up, however, with 
this much talent, missing the 
playoffs altogether will be far 
more impressive than making 
them.  

Phillies: 85-77 

Phillies fans should have mixed 
expectations coming into 2021. 
Catcher J.T. Realmuto is 
returning to combine with Bryce 
Harper to lead a dangerous 
lineup. However, behind Zach 
Wheeler and Aaron Nola, the 
rotation is shaky, and the bullpen 
is average at best. Skipper Joe 
Girardi will need to get a lot out 
of his hitters if the Phillies want to 

have a chance of making the 
playoffs in 2021. 

Nationals: 79-83 

The Nationals’ rotation is the only 
reason they’ll be near 
.500 in 2021. Max 
Scherzer, Steven 
Strasburg, and 
Patrick Corbin lead a 
group that won the 
World Series two years 
ago. However, a lineup 

that lacks any firepower behind 
Juan Soto and Trea Turner will 
have trouble producing runs, and 
the bullpen will be subpar. If 
Strasburg can stay healthy this 
team may find a way to climb to 
85 or so wins, but it will be very 
difficult. 

Marlins: 75-87 

The Marlins have a lot of young 
talent but are still a couple years 
away from being real contenders. 
A very solid rotation with Sixto 
Sanchez and Sandy Alcantara 
at the front is going to have very 
little run support from an 
underwhelming offense. Miami is 
going to try to replicate the run 
they had in 2020, but it’s going to 
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be very difficult in a loaded 
division. 

NL Central 
Brewers: 89-73 

The Brewers had a rough year in 
2020, sneaking into the playoffs 
as the 8 seed in the NL, before 
getting bounced by the Dodgers. 
2021 should be very different as, 
former MVP Christian Yelich 
should have a  bounce back year, 
and the return of Lorenzo Cain, 
who opted out in 2020, will help 
immensely. Add in the defensive 
additions of Kolten Wong and 
Jackie Bradley Jr., and the 
Brewers may have the best 
defense in the MLB. The rotation 
showcases two NL Cy Young 
candidates in 
Brandon 
Woodruff and 
Corbin Barnes, 
and the bullpen 
has two of the 
best relievers in 
the MLB with 
Josh Hader and 
Devin Williams. The Brewers 
should be the best team in the NL 
Central in 2021. 

Cardinals: 87-75 

The Cardinals made a splash in 
the offseason by trading for Nolan 
Arenado, who should provide 
some excellent defense at third 
base. Arenado and Paul 
Goldschmidt are the only two 
real threats at the plate in an 
otherwise bland lineup. The 
rotation, with Jack Flaherty at the 
forefront, should be very good, 
and a respectable bullpen should 
keep the Cardinals competitive 
again this year. 

Cubs: 81-81 

After winning the NL Central last 
season the Cubs seem to be 
blowing it up, trading away the 
stellar Yu Darvish, letting Jon 
Lester walk, and attempting to 

trade Kris Bryant. The 
rotation isn’t great, 
and neither is the 
bullpen, but the lineup 
should be solid. The 
Cubs still have one of 
the best infields in 
baseball, with 

Anthony Rizzo and Bryant at the 
corners, and Javier Baez at 
short. This team is about as 
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average as a team can be, with a 
rebuild seeming inevitable.  

Reds: 79-83 

The Reds ended a long playoff 
drought in 2020, but it seems like 
they will start another one in 
2021. Trevor Bauer left following 
a Cy Young winning season, and 
the Reds failed to replace him. 
While the pitching staff should still 
be decent with Luis Castillo and 
Sonny Gray, Cincinnati’s hitting 
will be terrible. The main problem 
last year for the Reds was that 
they couldn’t score, and the Reds 
did not do enough address their 
offensive woes. Add in the rumors 
that the Reds may be trading 
Castillo, and the Cincinnati fans 
are in for a long year. 

Pirates: 65-97 

There’s not much to be excited 
about if you’re a Pirates fan going 
into 2021, besides for the 
emergence of Rookie of the Year 
candidate Ke'bryan Hayes. The 
Pirates traded slugger Josh Bell 
and starter Jameison Taillon, 
further expanding the lack of 
talent on their roster. The Pirates 
lineup is very poor, and they have 
practically no pitching going into 

what is going to be a rebuilding 
season. 

NL West 
Dodgers: 107-55 

It’s very rare to see a World 
Series champion get even better 
the following offseason, but the 
Dodgers did just that. Almost the 
entire Dodger lineup from last 
year is back in LA, with Justin 
Turner re-signing as a free agent. 
They also added reigning Cy 
Young Award winner Trevor 
Bauer to a rotation already 
loaded with talent, completing 
what may be the best staff in 
baseball. The Dodgers are a high 
powered machine going into the 
season, and are the favorites to 
repeat as World Champions. 
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Padres: 
99-63 

In almost any 
other division the 
Padres would be 
the division 
champion, but 
instead, San 
Diego seems headed for the Wild 
Card. Adding Yu Darvish and 
Blake Snell to a rotation already 
featuring Chris Paddack and 
Dinelson Lamet gives the 
Padres one of the top units in 
baseball right now. Throw in a 
great lineup starring Fernando 
Tatis Jr. and Manny Machado, 
and the Padres are going to be 
very fun to watch this year. 

Diamondbacks: 86-76 

The Diamondbacks seem to be 
stuck in the middle; they’re trying 
to compete but almost seem too 
hesitant to go all the way in. A 
lineup containing Ketel Marte and 
Eduardo Escobar should score a 
lot of runs, and they have a star in 
the rotation in Zac Gallen. 
However, behind Gallen 
everything seems to fall apart, 
beginning with Madison 

Bumgarner. The 
Diamondbacks are 
going to need some 
reinforcements in their 
rotation in order to be in 
Wild Card contention 
this year. 

Giants: 79-83 

The Giants seem to be in a good 
place for the future. Outfielder 
Mike Yazstremski broke out last 
year and Joey Bart is the heir 
apparent to Buster Posey at 
catcher. The Giants won’t be 
competitive this year, but they will 
be in the near future. 

Rockies: 65-97 

This team is terrible. They traded 
away Nolan Arenado to clear up 
some money and look like they 
will trade Trevor Story in the 
middle of the season. Besides 
German Marquez, the Rockies 
don’t have a pitcher who I’d trust 
in any outing. The Dodgers and 
Padres will both probably put up 
about 15 wins against this 
Rockies team, which is actively 
trying to tank. 
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Top 5 MVP Candidates 2021   Avi Landsman (’22) 
This year's NBA season has been different to say the least. The struggles to run a 
professional basketball league during COVID-19 are being shown with postponed 
games and numerous players being unable to play due to the league’s strict “health 
and safety protocols.” However, the show must go on. The first half of the 2020-21 
NBA season has featured one of tightest MVP races in recent years. The most notable 
storyline is the emergence of big men leading the MVP conversation. Nikola Jokic and 
Joel Embiid have both taken big steps in their game this season, each making their 
case for MVP stronger every game. The last time a traditional center has won the 
MVP award was Tim Duncan in 2003. Since then, the league has been dominated by 
versatile athletic guard-like players such as Kobe Bryant, Lebron James, Kevin 
Durant, Stephen Curry, Russell Westbrook, and most recently, Giannis 
Antetokounmpo. The traditional post game play of Jokic and Embiid has been 
elevated this season to bring them to the top of my MVP candidates. However, players 
such as Damian Lillard, Kawhi Leonard, Luka Doncic, Steph Curry and many others 
have been dominating this season as well and deserve credit. Nonetheless,  I am 
forced to leave these names out of my top 5 since the play of other candidates have 
just been better. The MVP award is an award of high honor given to the player most 
deserving (barring injuries) each season. Here are my top 5 candidates to win this 
year's NBA Most Valuable Player award:



#5 Lebron James  
The King of Basketball has 
returned from his 4th NBA 
championship looking as good as 
ever. Through 41 games, Lebron 
James is averaging 25 points, 8 
rebounds, and 8 assists per game 
while shooting 51% from the field, 
37% from three, and 70% from 
the line. When Lebron has 
played, he’s led the Lakers to a 
28-13 record, while his superstar 
teammate, Anthony Davis, has 
missed 20 of those games. 

A lot of discussions have been 
had about Lebron’s many 
incredible seasons where he did 
not end up winning the MVP 
award because another player 
with a more impressive regular 
season took it home in those 
years. If the MVP award was 
given to the best basketball 
player, and not solely based on 
the regular season, Lebron would 
have won way more than only his 
4. It is also important to note that 

Lebron’s MVP caliber seasons 
featured him playing nearly every 
game, a rarity for a star in today’s 

NBA. Lebron’s durability 
throughout his career is one of his 
most valuable attributes. 
Unfortunately, Lebron has 
suffered a high ankle sprain which 
will leave him sidelined possibly 
until the end of the regular 
season. I could have Damian 
Lillard slide into #5 if Dame 
continues to carry his Blazers to a 
top seed in the West while Lebron 
is out. 
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#4 Giannis Antetokounmpo  

The reigning back to back MVP 
award winner is having yet 
another MVP caliber season. In 
41 games so far, the Greek Freak 
is averaging 28 points, 11 boards, 
and 6 assists per game. Giannis 
struggles the most at the free 
throw line, as well as 3-point 
shooting, which he has been 
attempting at a higher rate this 
year. Giannis’ defense, however, 
has been the engine of his game 
for recent years. The only players 

to win MVP and Defensive Player 
of the Year in the same season 
have been Michael Jordan, 
Hakeem Olajuwon, and Giannis 
Antetokounmpo last season. 

Amazingly, the Greek Freak has a 
chance of completing this 
impressive feat once again, and 
may become the only player to 
win MVP and DPOY in the same 
season two different times. 
Giannis’ stellar defense has led 
the Bucks to a top 10 defensive 
rating while fighting for the #1 
seed in the eastern conference. If 
Giannis wins the MVP, he would 
be joining Larry Bird, Wilt 
Chamberlain, and Bill Russell as 
the only players to win MVP 3 
times in a row.  Whether Giannis 
deserves to be in that esteemed 
group of players is up for debate. 
Due to “voter’s fatigue,” I have 
Giannis Antetokounmpo 4th on 
my MVP list. 
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#3 Joel Embiid  
 This season, Joel Embiid has 
taken the enormous leap in his 
game that we’ve all been waiting 
for. Embiid is averaging 29.4 
points, and 11 rebounds per 
game while shooting 52% from 
the field, 37.5% from 3, and 85% 
from the line, all of which are 
career highs. The 
76ers are a top 
seed in the East, 
and will most 
likely take a dip 
with Joel being 
sidelined for a 
large amount of time. The biggest 
knock on him throughout his 
career has been his constant 
injuries. He missed the first 2 
seasons of his career, then 
played only 31 games in his 3rd 
season, and couldn’t play more 
than 64 games in any of the 
seasons there after. Embiid did 
miss 10 games this season with 
a left knee injury. When healthy, 
Embiid is an absolute monster on 
both ends of the floor. His 
offense has skyrocketed with 
major growth in the 3-point 
department, as he is shooting 

37.5% on threes this season (top 
25 in the league as of now). His 
true shooting percentage of 
64.1% (which is a metric that 
calculates how accurate a player 
is at shooting at 2s, 3s, and free 
throws) ranks top 20 in the league 
as of now. On the other side of 
the floor, Embiid has also been 

elite on the defensive 
side of the floor as well. 
This season, he ranks 
8th in defensive rating, 
15th in defensive win 
shares, and 12th in 
defensive box plus 

minus. He has been, in my 
opinion, the second best paint 
defender in the league after Rudy 
Gobert. While Embiid has missed 
10 games this season, his 
amazing play puts him as #3 for 
MVP contention.  
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#2 James Harden  

 
The Beard has forced his way out 
of Houston, and onto the NBA’s 
biggest powerhouse this season. 
Averaging 25  points, 11 assists 
(leads league), and a whopping 8 
rebounds a game, while shooting 
46% from the field, 36% from 3, 
and 87% from the line. On 
January 13, 2021, Harden, after 
only playing 8 games for Houston, 
was sent to Brooklyn in a 
blockbuster 4 team trade 
involving the Cavs and the 
Pacers. The trade shook up the 
NBA like an earthquake, as this 
was the last puzzle piece to the 
Brooklyn Nets Big 3 of Kevin 
Durant, Kyrie Irving, and James 
Harden. Many have questioned 
how this Big 3 would work 
together because “there’s only 
one ball,” and that Harden won’t 
be able to sacrifice his ball-
dominant style of play for the 
better of his team. Harden has 
silenced those critics by taking 
over Brooklyn while KD was 
sidelined with a hamstring injury, 
and while Kyrie has been in and 
out of the Net’s lineup this season 
for various personal reasons and/

or “injuries.” Harden has had 
multiple 30 and 40 point games 
for Brooklyn, as well as recording 
over 10 assists in majority of his 
games as a Net. With plenty of 
his games being played without 
Durant and/or Kyrie, Harden has 
amazingly led the Nets to the top 
of the Eastern Conference. I 
would argue that Harden has a 
better case than the rest of the 
pack for MVP this season since 
he will end up playing more 
games than other candidates, and 
his value is always on display, 
with Brooklyn constantly winning 
nationally televised games. There 
is one catch to The Beard’s MVP 
run: there has never been a 
player who was traded mid-
season that went on to win MVP. 
Will voters disregard that and 
crown James Harden with his 
second MVP? Only time will tell. 
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#1 Nikola Jokic  
 The Joker is having one of the 
most impressive offensive 
seasons ever seen from a big 
man. This season, Nikola Jokic is 
putting up 26 points, 11 rebounds, 
and a near 9 assists per night - all 
career highs. He's doing all of this 
while shooting 56.5% from the 
field, 42% from 3, and 85.4% from 
the line. If we dive into his 
historical 
advanced 
stats, Jokic 
is leading 
the league in 
Player 
Efficiency 
Rating 
(PER), and 
his 2021 
season currently sits 6th all time 
in single-season PER. Nikola also 
leads the league in Offensive Win 
Shares, Win Shares, Offensive 
Box Plus/Minus, Box Plus/Minus, 
and VORP, virtually all of the most 
important advanced statistics. 
Essentially, The Joker is putting 
up a near triple double on 
56.5/42/85.5 shooting splits. 
Unbelievable. There's no dramatic 

storyline for the Serbian big man 
to win MVP, but those stats put 
his 2020-21 regular season up 
there with the best offensive 
seasons ever. Jokic also has the 
least negative aspects on his 
MVP resume, in my opinion. He 
hasn’t missed a game. He doesn’t 
have an All-Star teammate 
helping him, and partner in crime 
Jamal Murray is out for the 

season after tearing 
his ACL. There is 
little to no knock 
against Nikola Jokic 
that I can think of. 
The only negative 
aspect about his 
MVP resume is that 
the Nuggets are 
(currently) only 

sitting 4th in the Western 
Conference. With the Lakers 
struggling, it is a little 
disappointing that Jokic and the 
Denver Nuggets are not a top 3 
team in the West, after reaching 
the Western Conference Finals 
this past season. Jokic has been 
phenomenal this season, and is 
the current front runner to win the 
prestigious MVP award.  
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NFL Free 
Agency 

Rankings 
Ezra Landa 

(’22) 
NFL free agency 

is a very 
interesting time 

for NFL 
franchises and 
fanbases. It’s 

always difficult to 
judge how a 

team's offseason 
goes, because 
you don’t find 

too many game 
changers in free 
agency. This year 

is even harder 

because the salary cap decreased when it was supposed to increase. 
However, I still have a good feel about which front offices made the most 

of the resources they had, and which teams could have done more to 
improve their roster. Remember, spending the most is not always the best 
strategy, even though it might be the most fun. Here, I ranked the 10 off-

seasons so far who did a good job, and who didn’t, with explanations why 
I feel that way.  



10 best off-seasons so far:  

10. Baltimore Ravens 
The Baltimore Ravens were 
relatively quiet, but had a nice 
offseason. Before Free Agency 
even started, they signed former 
Giants guard Kevin Zeitler, had a 
down year last year, but had been 
phenomenal in every year prior, to 
a 3 year deal worth $22.5 Million. 
They need Zeitler to help fill the 
recently retired All-Pro G Marshal 
Yanda, and the recently traded 
Pro- Bowl Tackle Orlando Brown’s 
shoes. In addition, the Ravens re-
signed key players on their 
defense, in Tyus Bowser and 
Derek Wolfe. However, Sammy 
Watkins being the answer to a bad 
receiving corps isn’t too helpful for 
Lamar Jackson. I ranked the 
Ravens at 10 because they 
definitely were productive this 
offseason, but might regret not 
being more aggressive in the WR 
market.  

9.  Los Angeles Chargers  
The Los Angeles Chargers headed 
into the offseason with a really 
good roster, but with one 
MASSIVE need- Offensive 
Lineman. The Bolts signed elite 
All-Pro center Cory Linsley from 
the Packers for 5 years, $62.5 
million. Finding elite offensive 
lineman isn’t easy and it seems 
they struck gold here. In addition, 
LA signed T/G Matt Feiler to a 3 
year, $21 Million deal which is 
nothing special, but he is versatile 
and has played well for the 
Steelers. I would say GM Tom 
Telesco and crew did a pretty good 
job addressing a huge need on an 
otherwise solid roster.  

8. Buffalo Bills 
Sometimes, successful Free 
Agency’s just mean keeping your 
key players and that’s what the 
Buffalo Bills did. They brought 
back quality tackle Darryl Williams, 
along with LB Matt Milano and G 
John Feliciano. Buffalo made a 
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sneakily smart move by signing 
NVP Mitch Trubisky to a 1 year 
deal. Either he gives them depth in 
case something happens to Josh 
Allen, or they can wait for an 
inevitable preseason injury on 
another team and turn him into a 
pick. General Manager Brandon 
Beane did a really nice job 
retaining a roster that was one 
game away from the Super Bowl. 

7. New York Jets 
As a Jets fan, I’m torn about how I 
feel about this offseason. On the 
one hand, they had some really 
nice signings. On the other hand, 
there are glaring needs that still 
need to be 
addressed. Clearly, 
GM Joe Douglas 
wants to build 
through the draft 
and sign young, 
ascending players, 
as he did just that. WR Corey 
Davis signed a 3 year, $37.5 
Million contract. The former top 5 

pick out of Western Michigan 
hasn't performed as expected, but 
to be fair, he had Marcus Mariota 
throwing him the ball for most of 
his career. Last season, he finally 
had a good quarterback throwing 
him the ball for the whole season 
in Ryan Tannehill where he almost 
put up 1,000 yards in 13 games. At 
age 26, it will be exciting to see if 
he can take his game to the next 
level. I really like the signing, but 
as a Jets fan I definitely would 
have preferred to sign a bonafide 
number 1 WR. Next, I believe 
signing Carl Lawson for 3 years, 
$45 Million was one of the best 
deals of free agency. Lawson 

racked up the 
fourth most 
pressures in 
football last season 
and he’s only 25 
years old. (I believe 
pressures are a 

much more accurate stat than 
sacks, as they determine the 
impact a pass rusher makes) I 
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might be wrong here about 
Lawson, but right now seems like 
the Jets got themselves an elite 
pass rusher. However, Gang 
Green made a head scratching 
decision to sign former first round 
LB, Jarrad Davis who had been 
awful for a putrid Lions defense. 
Next, the Jets signed former 
Raider defensive back Lamarcus 
Joyner. Over his career he's been 
much better as a FS as opposed 
to a nickel corner, but we’ll see 
where the Jets deploy him with 
Marcus Maye and Ashtyn Davis 
already on the roster. New York 
also signed DT and former first 
round pick Sheldon Rankins to a 2 
year deal. He can be a beast if 
he’s healthy, adding to a 
phenomenal group of defensive 
lineman. The Jets brought in WR 
Keelan Cole as well, who is the 
best in the slot, but can play 
outside too. I wouldn’t be surprised 
if he played a nice role with the 
Jets next season. To cap off the 
busy offseason, Joe Douglas 

shipped QB Sam Darnold to the 
Carolina Panthers. I think the Jets 
were able to get nice value for 
Darnold. New York acquired a 
2021 6th round pick and 2022 2nd 
and 4th round picks. Douglas is 
loading up on draft capital to 
support whichever QB the Jets 
decide to select at #2 overall (It’s 
going to be Wilson).  All in all, I 
really like the Jets new philosophy 
of getting young players and 
drafting well and I like most of the 
additions they made this 
offseason. Two things make 
absolutely zero sense to me: What 
is their plan at the corner? What is 
their plan at Guard? Douglas 
needed to address that in free 
agency, and I definitely have my 
fingers crossed that they have a 
plan. Doesn’t seem like the Jets 
are working to compete in 2021, 
but I like the young foundation they 
are building in Florham Park. 

6. Philadelphia Eagles 
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The Philadelphia Eagles entered 
the offseason in a very difficult 
spot. Without a great roster and 
virtually no cap room they were 
still able to make some nice 
moves. First, Philly traded QB 
Carson Wentz to the Indianapolis 
Colts for a 3rd round pick and a 
conditional pick that will very likely 
turn into a first round pick. That’s 
excellent value for a quarterback 
who I believe has his best football 
behind him. After trading back in 
the first round of this year's draft, 
they will likely have 3 first round 
picks next year which is key for a 
team that has a lot of older players 
who aren’t 
performing as well 
as the Eagles 
would like. In my 
opinion, the Eagles 
made the best 
value signing in free 
agency this year when they inked 
S Anthony Harris to a 1 year, $5 
Million deal. Harris is a top 5 safety 
in football which is an absolute 

steal for a team that can win 5 
games next year and still win the 
division. I ranked the Eagles at 6 
because they had the best value 
signing of FA and set themselves 
up nicely for the future.  

5.  New York Giants 
The Giants had a fascinating 
offseason. When we look back at 
their moves, it may turn out to be 
genius, or terribly stupid.  The G-
Men locked up Leonard Williams, 
signed Kenny Golladay, and 
signed Adoree’ Jackson. Keeping 
Leo Williams long term was clearly 
a priority being signed $21 Million 

per year. This 
seems incredibly 
steep but 
sometimes you 
need to overpay for 
good players. 

Kenny Golladay is a 
#1 WR when healthy, but the best 
ability is availability which is 
something he struggles with. They 
might have overpaid for him as 
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well at $18.5 Million APY(annual 
per year), because it didn’t seem 
like they were bidding 
against anyone at 
that price. The Giants 
gave Adoree’ 
Jackson 3 years for 
$39 Million. The 
former first round 
pick out of USC has 
played really well for the Titans 
and was a surprise cut. The Giants 
bolstered a defensive group who 
was already 8th in points against 
per game. They lost Dalvin 
Tomlinson, but have Big Dexter 
Lawrence and Leo Big Cat 
Williams on the defensive line 
already. The Giants went all in and 
they have a really good roster but 
there is one player who the Giants 
season rides on: Daniel Jones. I 
can’t stress enough how important 
he is to the success of the Giants 
for the near future as the Giants 
have put everything in place for 
him to be successful. He has 
Saquon, Kenny, Shepherd, 

Engram, Slayton, and a good 
defense. If he plays well, they look 

like the Bills from this past 
year as the QB takes a 
step up with a much 
improved roster. If he plays 
poorly though, they are in 
trouble. They look like the 
Bears with too good a 
roster to get a top 5 pick, 

but terrible QB play, so they will 
never be good and stuck in the 
middle. Although he has shown 
flashes, Daniel Jones has been 
bad in his first 2 years so this is a 
very, very risky approach by the 
Giants. GM Dave Gettleman 
knows his job relies on the play of 
Daniel Jones this season. Even 
with the risk of how well Jones will 
play, you can never complain with 
a team surrounding their young 
QB with talent. The Giants had a 
really nice offseason but now it's 
time for Daniel Jones to do 
something with his weapons.  

4. Denver Broncos 
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New Broncos GM George Patton 
has done a phenomenal job in 
Free Agency thus far. They re-
signed stud S Justin Simmons and 
IDL Shelby Harris; two really good 
players that aren’t so well known. 
In addition to that, the Broncos 
signed CB Ronald Darby to a 3 
year deal and also brought in 
former Pro Bowl CB Kyle Fuller. 
This is another team that 
surrounded their young QB with a 
really good roster. I ranked the 
Broncos at 4 because they did a 
good job locking up key defensive 
players and added some big time 
players as well.  

3. Cleveland Browns  
The Browns entered the offseason 
with one major need: their 
secondary. The 
Browns stole CB 
Troy Hill and S John 
Johnson from the 
Rams who had the 
best defense in the 
league last year. 

Both players played really well last 
year and hopefully can bolster this 
group next year. Cleveland also 
added depth all around their roster 
with DE Takk Mckinley, DL Malik 
Jackson, LB Anthony Walker, 
EDGE Jadeveon Clowney,  and re-
signing WR Rashard Higgins. The 
Browns did a great job adding 
depth and getting great value for 
Hill and Johnson.   

2. Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
If you are coming off a Super Bowl 
victory, your only goal should be to 
keep all your players and that’s 
exactly what GM Jason Licht and 
the Buccaneers did. The Pewter 
Pirates finessed the salary cap (for 
another time) and brought back all 
22 starters which is amazing. They 

somehow were able 
to get EDGE Shaq 
Barret for $17 Million 
APY, which blows 
my mind. He 
probably could’ve 
gotten $22 or $23 
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Million on the open market. The 
Bucs also re-signed TE Rob 
Gronkowski to a 1 year deal, 
Franchise Tagged WR Chris 
Godwin, and re-signed Lavonte 
David. It’s truly incredible how a 
Super Bowl winning team can 
retain all 22 starters. The 
Buccaneers did that and will try to 
repeat as World Champs next 
season.  

1.  Washington Football Team 
The Washington Football Team 
has had an incredible offseason so 
far. They got their QB, signed the 
best CB on the market, and finally 
have a WR opposite Terry 
Mclaurin. Ryan Fitzpatrick is not a 
franchise QB for the next 10 years, 
but he's been an average 
quarterback for the last couple of 
seasons and is definitely an 
upgrade from what they had last 
season. Another big addition to the 
offense is weapon Curtis Samuel 
who can line up inside and out and 
at RB, as he is super versatile. 

These are two moves that will 
definitely bolster that offense. They 
also added CB William Jackson to 
an already elite defense. Jackson 
was the best CB on the market 
and they got him for only $13.5 
Million a year. I ranked the WFT 
number 1 this offseason because 
they added three players that can 
make a huge impact on this team 
in 2021.  

10 Worst Off Seasons so 
far: 

10. Arizona Cardinals  
I don’t love what the Cardinals did 
here, as they signed a bunch of 
old players and are seemingly 
going all in this year. They signed 
CB Malcom Butler who is 31 years 
old to replace Patrick Peterson, 
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they signed DE JJ Watt who can 
still play at an elite level if they 
move him inside as opposed to 
outside, and they re-signed 
average T Kelvin Beachum. They 
also threw $8 Million at 
WR AJ Green who just 
isn’t good anymore. 
They are hoping these 
older players will make 
a bigger impact than 
they actually will. For a 
team who didn’t make 
the playoff last year, it’s kind of 
interesting to see them go all in 
like this.  

9. New Orleans Saints 
There are people who believe that 
the salary cap is fake and that 
teams can manipulate the cap and 
use loopholes so they can sign 
whoever they want. I don’t 
completely agree or disagree with 
this view but I think the Saints 
showed that it isn’t fake. They lost 
QB Drew Brees, EDGE Trey 
Hendrickson, CB Janoris Jenkins, 

FS PJ Williams, WR Emaunuel 
Sanders, TE Jared Cook, and DT 
Sheldon Rankins. In addition to 
losing all those starters, they 
pushed a lot of money from other 

players to future years. 
Cap trouble for GM 
Mickey Loomis and the 
Saints isn’t going away 
any time soon. New 
Orleans lost a lot of 
starters this year and 
it’s going to take 

phenomenal drafting to 
compensate for all these contracts. 
Even though it may have seemed 
like the Saints didn’t lose any 
amazing players, they lost all their 
depth. It’s going to be difficult for 
them to compete with the Bucs in 
the NFC South this season.  

8. Atlanta Falcons 
Just as great teams, like the Bills 
and Buccaneers, need to retain 
their best players in FA, bad teams 
need to make moves to improve. 
The Atlanta Falcons are picking 
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4th in this year's NFL Draft and 
good teams don’t pick 4. Yet, they 
made zero moves to improve their 
team. Can they improve next 
season with almost the exact 
same roster as last year? Granted, 
they may be able to, but how much 
can they really improve with the 
same roster? Not only did Atlanta 
not add any significant talent in 
Free Agency, but they also lost 
former first round pick out of 
Florida, Keanu Neal, who’s been a 
good player for them. I ranked GM 
Terry Fontenot and the Falcons as 
the 8th worst offseason because 
they made zero improvements 
after they went 4-12.  

7. Chicago Bears 
The Chicago Bears built a good 
roster a bunch of 
years ago, and 
were never able to 
succeed in the 
playoffs. Why is 
that? Because they 
had awful 

quarterback play for those years. 
Going into the offseason, the 
Bears needed to address the 
quarterback position (and that was 
their one goal going into the 
offseason.) There were rumblings 
about a potential Russell Wilson 
deal, but they weren’t able to pull 
that off. They settled for Andy 
Dalton who isn’t a terrible 
quarterback, but he’s still below 
average. For a GM and coach who 
are on the scorching hot seat, I 
would’ve expected better. Not only 
that, but they cut former Pro Bowl 
CB Kyle Fuller. I think the Bears 
had the 7th worst offseason in the 
NFL mainly because they’ve been 
stuck in the middle for a while now, 
and they don’t seem interested in 
changing that.  

6. Cincinnati Bengals  
The Cincinnati Bengals 
need offensive lineman 
very badly and they didn’t 
really try to address that in 
free agency. Cincy signed 
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T Riley Reiff, but that’s not nearly 
enough. Mike Brown absolutely 
must address the offensive line at 
pick #5 in the draft. They replaced 
DE Carl Lawson with DE Trey 
Hendrickson at similar price tags 
as, Lawson got 3 years, $45M, 
and Hendrickson got 4 years, 
$60M. The Bengals better hope 
Hendricksons’ 2020 campaign 
wasn’t a fluke, even though I’d say 
it was. Cincinnati also lost 
productive CB William Jackson, 
and replaced him with slot corner 
Mike Hilton and Chidobe Awuzie. 
Hilton is a very good slot corner, 
but downgrading from Jackson to 
Awuzie will hurt this defense. I 
think Cincinnati’s failure to protect 
Joe Burrow and downgrading at 
DE and CB makes for a subpar 
offseason.  

5. Los Angeles Rams  
The Los Angeles Rams made one 
nice move followed by a bunch of 
poor decisions and then let good 
players walk. They traded for QB 

Matthew Stafford from the Detroit 
Lions and although they gave up a 
ton for the veteran quarterback, he 
is a huge upgrade from Jared Goff. 
That was a necessary move for a 
team that thinks they are a QB 
away from getting them over the 
hump, and potentially getting to 
the Super Bowl. However, the 
Rams lost 3 key defensive players 
in Troy Hill, John Johnson, and 
Michael Brockers, along with 
brilliant defensive coordinator 
Brandon Staley. In addition, they 
overpaid a crazy amount for 
Leonard Floyd, paying him $64M 
over 4 years. I can’t stress this 
enough: if you are an edge rusher 
who plays next to Aaron Donald, 
you will have a career year. Dante 
Fowler had his best season by far 
with Donald and cashed in the 
following year. Now, Leonard Floyd 
comes in and has his best season 
with the Rams and they throw 
$16M APY at him. You can find 
anyone to play that position and 
use that money to keep your 
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secondary. Overall, GM Les Snead 
had a really weak offseason. They 
still have a fantastic roster and 
coach, but some decisions they 
made little sense to me.  

4. Carolina Panthers 
Did the Carolina Panthers do 
anything positive this offseason? 
The Panthers are a team bereft of 
talent that only made poor 
decisions. Carolina handed starter 
money to two bad offensive 
lineman-Pat Elflein and Cam 
Irving. The Panthers replaced QB 
Teddy Bridgewater by trading for 
former Jets QB Sam Darnold. The 
former 3rd overall pick is 24 years 
old, but has not 
been productive 
since he entered 
the league. Next, 
Carolina lost solid 
WR Curtis Samuel. 
The Panthers then 
signed Hasaan Reddick to a 1 
year deal, so Reddick either plays 
well for one year on a bad team, or 

it was just a waste. Carolina made 
a bunch of moves this offseason, 
and none of which were 
particularly shrewd.. There’s a 
reason why bad teams are bad 
teams and I think the Panthers had 
the 4th worst offseason in the NFL 
this year, because of all the inept 
moves they made.  

3. Las Vegas Raiders 
The strength of the Las Vegas 
Raiders in 2020 was the elite 
group of offensive lineman they 
had. Apparently, they thought the 
smart thing to do was to get rid of 
3 of their good offensive lineman. 
I’m having a hard time 

understanding their 
plan after they 
traded T Trent 
Brown, G Gabe 
Jackson, and C 
Rodney Hudson for 
a bag of chips. 

Vegas gave a huge contract to T 
Kolton Miller, who kind of deserved 
it. The Raiders replaced former 
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first round pick WR Nelson Agholor 
with John Brown (who had a 1,000 
yard season in 2019), which was a 
smart move, but not substantial 
enough to offset all the bad 
decisions they made this 
offseason. Coach Jon Gruden has 
been absolutely putrid since he 
arrived with the Raiders, and 
doesn’t seem like Oakland will be 
improving any time soon. 

2. Detroit Lions 
If you're looking for positives for 
the Detroit Lions um… I guess 
their coach wants to bite peoples’ 
legs off and they probably will get 
the first pick in next year's draft. 
The Lions roster was bad, and it 
got significantly worse. They lost 
probably their 2 best players QB 
Matt Stafford and WR Kenny 
Golladay, and top 3 receivers in 
Golladay, Marvin Jones, and 
Danny Amendola. It is basically a 
lock they take a wideout at 7 in the 
draft, but losing your top 3 
receivers, and a really good QB is 

tough. First time GM Brad Holmes 
re-signed EDGE Romeo Okwara 
who has some really nice upside 
and traded for Michael Brockers, 
but this is an awful roster that got 
worse. The Detroit Lions are going 
to be horrible next season, and 
this miserable offseason definitely 
didn’t help.  

1.  Tennessee Titans 
Jon Robinson, what are you 
doing? The Tennessee Titans had 
the worst offseason in the NFL this 
season by far. They watched 
young WR Cory Davis walk and 
they let young TE Jonnu Smith 
leave. Tennessee also failed to 
bring back productive WR Adam 
Humphries. The Titans cut above 
average corners, Super Bowl 49 
hero Malcom Butler, and former 
first round pick Adoree’ Jackson. 
That’s 4 or 5 real quality starters, 
gone. They had one big signing, 
Bud Dupree. They paid Dupree a 
tremendous $82.5M. The former 
Kentucky Wildcats star is one of 
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the most overrated defensive 
players in football as, 61% of 
Dupree’s pressures last season 
were either unblocked, or clean up 
plays, per PFF. That’s a lot, and 
luck like that doesn’t translate year 
to year. A terrible signing for 
Tennessee. Considering the 

players they lost, and the terrible 
contract they gave out, the 
Tennessee Titans had the worst 
offseason in the league. By far.  
(If you would like to discuss something I 

wrote, you can reach me at 

Ezlanda@yuhsbstudents.org)  
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